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CLIMATE READY DOWNTOWN 
AND NORTH END



OPEN HOUSE #2
JULY 16, 2019

! Project History + Goals
! Existing Conditions/What’s at Risk? 
! Protection Scenarios
! District Overview
! Downtown and Wharf District
! North End Waterfront 
! North End-West End 

! Resiliency Toolkits
! What’s Next? Implementation Timelines and Strategies 



PROJECT HISTORY + GOALS 



PROJECT 
GOALS 



COMPLETED
OPEN HOUSE I (March 12, 2019)

STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS/PRESENTATIONS
• Boston Harbor Now
• Boston Harbor Cruises
• Commercial Wharf Owners
• North End Waterfront Neighborhood Council
• Wharf District Council
• New England Aquarium
• Sydney Ashbury 
• Green Ribbon Commission
• Greenway Conservancy
• Friends of Christopher Columbus Park
• Marine Transportation Workshop (Jully 16, 2019) 

FOCUS GROUPS
• Utilities + Transportation (May 16, 2019)

• MBTA, MassDOT, Utility Companies, BHC…
• Wharves + Piers (May 20, 2019)

• Owners Representatives along waterfront

PUBLIC OUTREACH TO DATE
UPCOMING
OPEN HOUSE II

STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS/PRESENTATIONS
• USCG
• Eliot School
• DCR
• City of Boston Preservation Team 
• Groundwater Conservation 

FOCUS GROUPS
• Long Wharf 
• Lovejoy Wharf 





EXISTING CONDITIONS



FLOOD MAP

Source: Woods Hole Group



HIGH TIDE

Source: City of Boston. 9inch Sea Level Rise High Tide (2017). Department of Innovation and Technology. https://data.boston.gov/dataset/9inch-sea-level-rise-high-tide1

https://data.boston.gov/dataset/9inch-sea-level-rise-high-tide1


WHAT’S AT STAKE?
FIGURES



OWNERSHIP CONDITIONS



SUBSURFACE CONDITIONS



BULKHEAD CONDITIONS 



FLOOD PROTECTION SCENARIOS



SPINE
Raised roads, Harborwalk, bulkheads

OPEN SPACES
Parks, Harborwalk

OUTBOARD ELEMENTS
Fill, living breakwaters, coastal marshes, floating 
wetlands

FLOOD PROTECTION TOOLKIT



FLOOD PROTECTION TOOLKIT (Resilient Boston Harbor) 

*Axons from Resilient Boston Harbor. Orange annotations have been added.



FLOOD PROTECTION PRECEDENTS

City Deck / Green Bay, WI
Stoss Landscape Urbanism

Chicago Riverwalk / Chicago, IL
Sasaki

Hunter’s Point South Waterfront Park /
Queens, NY
Thomas Balsley Associates + Weiss Manfredi

Bronte Baths / Sydney, AUS

Martin’s Park
Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates

Brooklyn Bridge Park / NYC, NY
MVVA



CONCEPTUAL 
ALIGNMENT



3 SUB-DISTRICT 
COMPARTMENTS

WESTEND-NORTHEND

NORTH END 
WATERFRONT

DOWNTOWN + 
WHARF DISTRICT 



DOWNTOWN + WHARF DISTRICT

Christopher Columbus Waterfront Park Long Wharf

New England Aquarium Harborwalk



DOWNTOWN + WHARF DISTRICT



RAISED ROW + GREENWAY



WATERFRONT

+15



NORTH END WATERFRONT

Sink Holes 

Degraded StructuresBuildings Overhanging Wall Buildings on Piers



NORTH END WATERFRONT Add axons if space



RAISED BIKEWAY



WATERFRONT

+15



WEST END – NORTH END 

Langone + Puopolo Park 
City of Boston 

Lovejoy Wharf
Related Lovejoy Residential 
Boston Redevelopment Authority (BRA)

Steriti Memorial Rink + Harborwalk Park
Department of Conservation and Recreation



WEST END-NORTH END



1 IF BY LAND, 2 IF BY SEA



RESILIENCY TOOLKIT



PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY

URBAN IMPACTS
• NEGATIVE IMPACT ON PUBLIC REALM

FEASIBILITY
• COMPLEX INTERFERENCE WITH 

UTILITIES (BELOW COMMERCIAL)

ADAPTIVE CAPACITY
• LIMITED ADAPTIVE CAPACITY BEYOND 

40” SLR AND 1% STORM

Sunset Harbour, Miami Beach, FL



City Deck / Green Bay, WI
Stoss Landscape Urbanism

INTEGRATED WITH HARBORWALK

URBAN IMPACTS
• MODERATE BENEFIT TO PUBLIC REALM

FEASIBILITY
• COMPLEX INTERFERENCE WITH 

BULKHEADS
• LONG PERIMETER
• REQUIRES COLLABORATION BETWEEN 

OWNERS

ADAPTIVE CAPACITY
• SOME ADAPTIVE CAPACITY BEYOND 40” 

SLR AND 1% STORM



URBAN IMPACTS
• TRANSFORMATIVE IMPACT ON PUBLIC 

REALM

FEASIBILITY
• COMPLEX PERMITTING
• POSSIBILITY FOR EXPANDED FUNCTIONS
• REQUIRES COLLABORATION BETWEEN 

OWNERS

ADAPTIVE CAPACITY
• HIGHER ADAPTIVE CAPACITY

OUTBOARD WITH SOFT SHORE

Hunter’s Point South Waterfront Park
James Corner Field Operations



WATERFRONT 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
REQUIRES 
EVALUATION AND 
PROTECTION







SPINE
Raised roads, Harborwalk, bulkheads

OPEN SPACES
Parks, Harborwalk

OUTBOARD ELEMENTS
Fill, living breakwaters, coastal marshes, floating 
wetlands

FLOOD PROTECTION TOOLKIT



NEXT STEPS: 
PARTNERSHIPS + TIMELINES



IMMEDIATE RISK REQUIRES EARLY ACTION 



NEAR-TERM & 
LONG-TERM



CLIMATE READY DOWNTOWN 
AND NORTH END



CLIMATE READY BOSTON



Questions?



LET’S HEAR FROM YOU!

1. LEARN ABOUT 
CLIMATE READY 

BOSTON!

2. FLOODING IN 
DOWNTOWN

5. ALIGNMENT 
SUBDISTRICTS 

+ SURVEY3. WHAT WE’VE 
HEARD

4. FLOOD 
PROTECTION 

TOOLKIT

HEARD



Q & A




